[The long-term results of patients over 70 years old after coronary artery bypass surgery].
We have assessed the long-term results of heptagenerians after isolated coronary artery bypass surgery from 1979 to 1989 in 32 patients over 70 (mean 72) years old using actuarial techniques. In these patients, the long-term results could not be properly assessed because many other factors other than cardiac events influenced their survival. Accordingly, we compared our subjects with the general population matching the operative age and sex characteristics from life tables (= matched population). There was no operative mortality. The 5 year and 9 year survival rates were 93% and 31%. In the matched population, the 5 year and 9 year survival rates were 81% and 59%. The survival rate between the two groups was not significantly different. We concluded that the long-term results of coronary artery bypass surgery in patients over 70 years were similar to those of the matched population. Therefore, coronary artery bypass surgery should be offered to older patients for usual indications.